
 
 

Seminar–Special Topics: Making the Modern South 
 

HIS 693 • Spring 2020 (Post-Spring Break changes appear in blue) • J. Mark Souther, Ph.D. 
Class meetings at https://csuohio.zoom.us/j/2166873970 • Mon. 6:00-8:30 p.m.   

Virtual office hours: Mon. 4:00-5:00 p.m., or by appointment, Mon.-Fri. 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Google Voice: 440-256-6745 • Email: m.souther@csuohio.edu •  

Zoom*: https://csuohio.zoom.us/j/2166873970  
*by appointment only outside office hour 

 
 
This readings course examines the U.S. South since the Civil War. It focuses on the political, 
social, and economic history of the South, examining the slow, incomplete evolution of land and 
labor as the South transitioned from cotton to agribusiness and industry and from manual to 
mechanized labor. It explores the origins, onset, and spread of racial segregation (Jim Crow), 
racial violence, and incarceration and the ways in which African Americans resisted and 
challenged white supremacy long before the Civil Rights movement. The course traces the white 
mythmaking that accompanied the persistence of the plantation, ensuring that the legacies of the 
Old South colored the reality of the New South. It examines the growing role of federal 
investment in the industrialization and militarization of the South during and after World War II. 
It also looks at how black and white southerners pursued or thwarted social justice between the 
Second World War and the War on Poverty. Beyond race, the course gives significant attention 
to how women shaped the emergence of the modern South. Geographically, the course spans 
from Virginia to Texas, but Atlanta and Georgia are the subjects of approximately one-third of 
the assigned books. The course readings include both canonical works and recent scholarship.  
 
Course Goals/Learning Outcomes  

1. Understand major themes and developments in the history of the U.S. South since 1865.  
2. Understand southern history in relation to U.S. history.  
3. Identify historical developments and ideas that shaped southern identity. 
4. Place readings in an appropriate historiographical context.  
5. Compare major works in southern history through critical written and verbal expression.  

 
Banner photo:  Chain gang of convicts engaged in road work in eastern North Carolina, 1910. Library of Congress.  
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Required Reading  
It is assumed that most have obtained copies of course readings. Given the extraordinary 
circumstances posed by the current public health crisis, those who have relied on OhioLink may 
not have all remaining books needed for this course. Fortunately, three of our remaining books 
are available online through various means, and I have provided basic guidance below. If you 
cannot purchase a copy or are otherwise unable to obtain a copy, I urge you to let me know 
ASAP. In the worst-case scenario, I may be able to find a comparable book that is available 
online.  
 
Doyle, Don H. New Men, New Cities, New South: Atlanta, Nashville, Charleston, Mobile, 1860-
1910. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1990. Unavailable online. 

 
Cox, Karen L. Dixie’s Daughters: The United Daughters of the Confederacy and the 
Preservation of Confederate Culture. Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2003, 2d ed., 
2019. Available online on EBSCOhost via https://scholar.csuohio.edu  

 
Hunter, Tera W. To ’Joy My Freedom: Southern Black Women’s Lives and Labors after the Civil 
War. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1997. Unavailable online. 

 
Gilmore, Glenda Elizabeth. Gender and Jim Crow: Women and the Politics of White Supremacy 
in North Carolina, 1896-1920. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1996. 2d ed., 
2019. Unavailable online. 

 
LeFlouria, Talitha L. Chained in Silence: Black Women and Convict Labor in the New South. 
Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2015. Unavailable online. 

 
Kelley, Blair L. M. Right to Ride: Streetcar Boycotts and African American Citizenship in the 
Era of Plessy v. Ferguson. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2010. Available 
online on Ebrary via https://scholar.csuohio.edu  

 
Ingram, Tammy. Dixie Highway: Road Building and the Making of the Modern South, 1900-
1930. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2014. Unavailable online. 

 
Yuhl, Stephanie E. A Golden Haze of Memory: The Making of Historic Charleston. Chapel Hill: 
University of North Carolina Press, 2005. Unavailable online. 

 
Frederickson, Kari. Cold War Dixie: Militarization and Modernization in the American South. 
Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2013. Available online on Ebrary via 
https://scholar.csuohio.edu 

 
McRae, Elizabeth Gillespie. Mothers of Massive Resistance: White Women and the Politics of 
White Supremacy. New York: Oxford University Press, 2018. Available online on Oxford 
Scholarship Online (off-campus) via https://scholar.csuohio.edu 
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Kruse, Kevin M. White Flight: Atlanta and the Making of Modern Conservatism. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 2005. Available online with CPL or other valid public library card at 
https://clevnet.overdrive.com/clevnet-cpl/content/media/1352725  

 
De Jong, Greta. You Can’t Eat Freedom: Southerners and Social Justice after the Civil Rights 
Movement. Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2016. Unavailable online. 
 
Meetings  
At each meeting we will discuss an assigned book. We will discuss the book’s place in and 
contributions to the historiography of southern history and its structure and main arguments. Per 
university policy, we will move to virtual class meetings beginning Mar. 23 and continuing for 
the remainder of the semester.  
 
We will meet virtually using Zoom. I am distributing an instruction guide with this revised 
syllabus for signing up and joining your first Zoom meeting. We will gather as a full group for 
the first few minutes of each session. Then I will be utilizing the Breakout Room feature to 
divide you into three groups of 5-6 students each. I will provide a list of suggested questions for 
discussion for all breakout groups. I will distribute these each Monday morning via email. For 
those who are scheduled to lead discussion on a chapter in a remaining book this semester, that 
will still take place, albeit in smaller groups. I ask that you send these for my review on Sunday 
by 5 p.m. I will add your questions to the overall chapter-by-chapter list before I send these to 
everyone each Monday. I will activate the breakout groups by 6:15 p.m. in each Monday 
meeting. You will remain in your group for most of the class period. I ask that each breakout 
group appoint a person to keep an eye on the list and on the time to help the group stay paced. 
It’s okay if you do not cover all questions, but I would like for us to cover each book as fully as 
is practical. I will join breakout groups for periods of time throughout each Zoom meeting to 
observe and interact. At around 8:00 p.m., I will broadcast a message to all groups to wind down. 
After 60 seconds, Zoom will automatically return you to the full group. We’ll sum up during the 
remaining minutes of class and generally end by 8:15 or 8:30.  
 
I understand that this change may create some challenges. Some of you are parents of small 
children. Some may deal with personal or family illness. Some may have other difficulties. The 
move online may also present challenges. Please know that I will continue to work to make the 
remainder of the course as fulfilling as possible. Depending on how things go, please be prepared 
for additional changes in how we discuss books. If Zoom meetings present too many challenges 
to overcome, I may move us to asynchronous learning in a Blackboard discussion forum, but my 
real hope is to have an opportunity for us all to see and interact with each other. In these 
challenging times, “face time” is important, even when it is on a screen. 
 
Assignments 
20% Participation/leadership. I expect that every student will participate at every meeting by 

raising, debating, or answering questions. Unexcused absences will adversely affect this 
portion of your grade. At each meeting I will facilitate discussion on assigned reading 
during approximately the three-fourths of class. Each student will be responsible for 
facilitating discussion during approximately one-sixth of one class (about 30 minutes) on 
an assigned portion of that week’s book. This responsibility involves extra preparation, 
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including developing an agenda with discussion questions that you share with me (via 
email) no later than the preceding Sunday at 5:00 p.m. When calculating the 
participation/leadership portion of your grade, I will weigh attendance and participation 
as 80% (or 16% of the course total) and leadership of one discussion as 20% (or 4% of 
the course total). 

 
30%  750-word reading reflections. I want you to write reading reflections for every book as 

a way to distill your thoughts on each book’s major arguments, scope, structure, 
evidence, and effectiveness. You are permitted two misses. In other words, I will grade 
all submitted reflections and drop the two lowest grades. Please submit these via email. 

 
50%  5,000-word historiographical essay. Your essay will focus on a broad theme that you 

identify with my approval (no later than Feb. 24). It must utilize a minimum of seven (7) 
books from this course that suppose the selected theme. This is not merely a string of 
book reviews. Rather, it should seek to place these books in historiographical relationship 
with one another and, using each author’s own historiographical contextualization, with 
the longer sweep of scholarship in the field. Footnotes or endnotes and a bibliography are 
required and must be formatted according to the Chicago Manual of Style. 

 
Preparation  
You should identify and employ a method of reading that best prepares you for active 
participation in every seminar meeting. Taking notes as you read is essential. I have found that 
there are pros and cons to underlining text, making notes in the margins, and writing notes on 
separate paper or in a notebook. You will have to decide for yourself. You may also need to 
adopt some timesaving methods. For instance, while you should not simply skim each book, it 
may be appropriate to skim over repeated examples or quotes. Each author has a unique writing 
style. The sooner you identify a book’s main argument, the more efficient you will be in reading 
that book. After reading each chapter, it is a great idea to reflect on it for a few minutes, making 
some quick notes before moving on. After completing the book, step back and think about it as a 
whole and make “big picture” notes. Review your notes before coming to class.  
 
Policies 
A graduate seminar is only successful when all are present and prepared. You should be attentive 
and active in each class meeting. However, in an endeavor to encourage wide participation, I 
may seek to limit those whose eagerness to comment starts to dominate the floor and instead call 
on those who are less involved. It should go without saying that I expect a collegial environment 
marked by mutual respect. Failure to submit work on time will result in a lower grade at my 
discretion. If you experience difficulties of any sort in the completion of any assignment, bring 
them to my attention promptly. Grading scale: A (>93), A- (90-93), B+ (87-89), B (83-87), B- 
(80-82), C+ (77-79), C (70-76), F (<70) 
 
Plagiarism  
I will not tolerate plagiarism, which may include taking passages or ideas from book reviews or 
review essays in place of forming your own ideas from reading. Plagiarism on an assignment 
will result in a grade of “0.”  
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Schedule  
Jan. 13  Course introduction / Definitions and themes 
Jan. 20  No Class – Martin Luther King Day 
Jan. 27  Doyle, New Men, New Cities, New South 
Feb. 3   Cox, Dixie’s Daughters 
Feb. 10  Hunter, To ’Joy My Freedom  
Feb. 17  No Class – President’s Day 
Feb. 24  Gilmore, Gender and Jim Crow 
Mar. 2   LeFlouria, Chained in Silence 
Mar. 9, 16 Extended Spring Break 
Mar. 23  Kelley, Right to Ride (via Zoom) 
Mar. 30  Ingram, Dixie Highway (via Zoom) 
Apr. 6  Yuhl, A Golden Haze of Memory (via Zoom) 
Apr. 13  Frederickson, Cold War Dixie (via Zoom) 
Apr. 20  Gillespie, Mothers of Massive Resistance (via Zoom) 
Apr. 27 Kruse, White Flight (via Zoom) 
May 4  Historiographical essay due via email 
 
Note: We were originally set to cover De Jong, You Can’t Eat Freedom, on Apr. 27. The 
semester will not be extended, so we will cut this book, although you are welcome to use it for 
your planned historiographical essay.  
 
 
 


